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It  is  proposed  to  establish  Geography  and  Map  Groups  in  Boston, Chicago, 
and  San  Francisco,  When  temporary  chair  jn  in  these  cities  have  been 
found,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  prospective  members  will  cooperate  with 
them  in  forming  local  groups. 


SLA  Convention  19^7  -  The  Annual  Convention  held  in  Chicago,  June  10-13th,  19^7 » 
was  most  interesting  and  stimulating.  About  760  special  librarians  attended,  and 
the  Washington  contingent  of  the  Geography  and  Map  Group  was  well  represented,  but 
only  a  handful  came  from  New  York,  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  it  is  most  im 
port  ant  that  contact  bo  maintained  with  other  librarians  and  other  institutions. 

The  expensive  trip  kept  many  members  away,  and  this  situation  could  be  alleviated 
if  more  libraries  would  establish  funds  to  send  representatives  to  meetings.  To 
some  libraries  this  seems  unnecessary  expenditure,  but  such  valuable  contacts  are 
made  and  vital  information  gained  that  it  is  money  v;ell  invested.  Letters  to  this 
effect  will  be  sent  to  any  library  from  SLA  Headquarters  on  request  from  any  li¬ 
brarian,  Bear  this  in  mind  when  you  want  to  go  to  the  next  convention] 

Hi^lights  of  the  Chicago  convention:  the  visit  to  the  Rand  McNally  plant,  where  a 
guided  tour  was  made  throu^  the  entire  establishment,  winding  up  at  a  most  delight¬ 
ful  luncheon  at  the  Union  League  Club;  the  visit  to  the  Chicago  Plan  Commission: 
the  tour  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Inc,;  inspection  of  the  University  of 
Chicago  library,  followed  by  a  visit  to  the  Oriental  Institute;  tea  6ind  tour  of  the 
Monastery  Hill  Bindery  at  the  end  of  a  motor  si^t-seeing  trip  of  the  city;  the  ‘ 
tour  of  the  Chicago  Tribune;  and  the  final  banquet,  followed  by  the  receptionat 
the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  The  speaker  at  the  banquet  was  William  M,  McGovern, 
Professor  of  Political  Science,  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  Mr,  McGovern  was  attached  to  the  Joint  Chief  of  Staff  Intelligence,  and 
his  address,  "The  Road  Ahead"  illustrated  and  stressed  the  past  and  future  service 
of  librarians  in  the  field  of  intelligence. 


SLA  Convention  19^8.  To  be  held  in  Washington,  D,  C,,  June  5th-llth,  Miss  Jane 
Brewer,  Convention  Chairman,  has  announced  a  tentative  program  for  the  period,  as 
follows: 

June  5»  Saturday  12.30  Luncheon  for  early  arrivals,  at  Hotel  2400 

6,  S\inday  Guided  tour,  "Magnificent  distances".  Very  complete, 

including  Mt.  Vernon.  Will  end  at  5  P.M,  at  National 
Gallery  of  Art ,  for  supper  and  concert 

7,  Monday  Library  of  Congress,  9.30  A,  M, 

10-12,  conducted  tours  of  Library  of  Congress. 

1.30-4. 30,  lunch  &  tour  of  Govt.  Printing  Office 

7.30  Dinner,  Federal  Libraries  Institute 

8,  Tuesday  9.30  A,M.  2nd  National  library,  Army  Medical  Library 

11.30  A.  M,  3rd  National  library,  Dept,  of  Agriculture 

1.30  P.M,  L\incheon,  cafeteria  of  Dept,  of  Agriculture 
afternoon  -  open  for  libraries  visit  Geography  &  Map  Group 

to  visit  to  some  large  Govt,  map  library  such  as  Census 
Biireau,  U,  S,  Hydrographic  Office  etc, 

8.30  P.M,  Who's  Who  in  SLA  party  at  Statler  hotel. 


9,  Wednesday  ^Official  opening,  business  session,  9*30  A.  M, 

1  P.  M,  Luncheon  for  general  assembly,  with  speakers 
3  P.  M,  Group  meetings  or  tours  G  &  M  group  might 
visit  Dept,  of  State  &  U.  S,  Geological  Survey 
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iune  10,  Thursday  Group  meetings. 

If  permitted,  a  meeting  ie  luncheon  at  Army  Map  Service 

5.30  Embassies  -  OPEN  HOUSE 

8.30  Banquet 

11,  Friday  Group  business  meetings  (annual  reports, 
elections  of  officers  etc.) 

Visit  to  National  Geographic  Society 

8.30  Moonlight  cruise  on  Potomac 


12,  Saturday 


No  prognm  -  convention  closed 


The  above  program  is  tentative,  and  final  announcements  will  be  made  later,  Watch 
your  Chapter  News  Letter,  and  also  SPECIAL  LZBRARISS  for  further  annoiin cements. 
Members  with  any  specific  suggestions  or  ideas  aie  urged  to  contact  Dr,  Adkinson, 
who  is  the  Group  liason  officer  in  Washington  in  charge  of  program. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  program  that  almost  everything  worth  seeing  in  Wash¬ 
ington  is  included  both  in  sightseeing  tours  and  in  visits,  and  this  opportunity  of 
visiting  Washington  should  not  be  missed.  With  the  exception  of  transportation  to 
and  from  Washington,  a  tentative  all  expense  rate  will  be  under  one  hundred  dollars. 
On  the  basis  of  the  entire  week,  this  will  include  registration  fee,  banquet,  hotel 
accomodations,  guided  tours  and  bus  transpoitation  to  meetings,  plus  one  meal  a  day. 
As  the  convention  proper  does  not  convene  until  Wednesday t  June  9th,  delegates  will 
have  the  option  of  enrolling  for  the  entire  week.  Ja;<-e  5-llth,  or  only  from  June  9'" 
11th.  Full  particulars  will  be  annouriced  later.  The  Statler  Hotel  will  be  con¬ 
vention  headquarters,  and  there  will  be  seven  other  hotels  within  one  block  of  the 
Statler,  Hotel  reservations  start  November  15th,  and  all  details  of  visits  to  gov  - 
ernment  institutions  must  be  arranged  by  January  1st, 


The  CLASSIFICATION  COMMITTEE  of  SLA  plans  to  publish  a  supplement  to  the  May  19*+5 
’’Classification  Scheme  and  subject  heading  lists”,  A  number  of  classification 
schemes  are  already  on  file  at  headquarters  to  be  listed  in  the  supplement.,  and  all 
members  arc  asked  to  submit  their  classification  systems  and  subject  heading  lists 
for  inclusion  in  the  supplement.,  Do  this  befox'e  December  31,  19^7,  and  mail  to 
Special  Libraries  Association,  31  E?.st  10th  Street,  Now  York  3»  N.  Y.  marked  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Classification  Committee, 

The  American  Geographical  Society  announces  that  they  will  scon  issue  a  report  on 
their  system  of  classifying  and  cataloging  of  maps  and  atlases,  together  with  a  sub¬ 
ject  heading  list  and  sample  card  forms,  A  charge  of  one  dollar  will  be  made  to 
cover  cost  of  printing  and  mailing. 


FURTHER  NOTES  ON  CONVSFTIONS,  The  American  Library  Association  vrill  hold  their  next 
annual  convention  from  June  11- 19th,  in  Atlantic  City. 

The  International  Geographical  Congress  will  convene  the  latter  part  of  September 
1948  in  Lisbon,  Portugal,  An  elaborate  program  includes  papers  and  discussions  on 
cartography,  physical  geography,  biogcography,  human  and  economic  geography,  colonial 
geography,  historical  geography  and  methodology  and  didactics.  Tours  of  Lisbon  and 
its  environs  are  on  schedule,  and  a  choice  of  one  of  five  field  trips  to  be  given 
simultaneously  to  ■’various  parts  of  Portugal,.  A  ten-day  field  trip  to  the  island  of 
Medoifa  wilb-bc  offered  at.  the  end  of  the  convention. 
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The  19^7  Annual  meeting  of  the  Association  of  American  Geographers,  the  National 
Council  of  Geography  Teachers,  end  the  American  Society  of  Professional  Geographers, 
will  he  held  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  from  Decemhar  2V-  31st. 
The  Committee  of  Geographical  3xploration  of  the  Joint  Research  and  Development 
Board  is  also  collaborating  in  the  planning  of  the  program  v’hich  will  include  gen-- 
eral  meetings,  panel  discussions,  field  trips  and  banquets. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  v;ill 
be  held  in  Chicago  on  December  26-31,  19^7,  with  headquarters  at  the  Sherman  Hotel. 
George  W,  Vfhite  of  the  University  of  Illinois  is  in  charge  of  the  program  on  the 
section  on  geology  and  geography.  The  SLA  is  planning  to  have  an  exhibit  at  the 
meeting. 


RANDOM  NOTES  A  branch  of  the  Arctic  Institute,  headquarters  of  \diich  is  in  Mon¬ 
treal,  Canada,  at  McGill  University,  has  been  established  at  the  American  Geograph¬ 
ical  Society.  Colonel  Walter  Wood  is  in  charge  of  the  New  York  office. 

In  an  amusing  and  illuminating  article  in  The  library  Journal  of  March  15,  1947, 

S.  W.  Boggs,  Special  Advisor  on  Geography  to  the  Department  of  State,  discusses 
’’Cartohypnosis".  V/hile  maps  serve  many  useful  and  instructive  purposes,  they  can 
also  be  used  to  hy  .notize  people  v/hen  maps  are  a«,,iepted  uncritically.  Mass  hypno¬ 
tism  is  practiced  by  those  who  desire  to  delude  the  public,  as  evidenced  by  propa¬ 
ganda  maps.  I 

A  very  comprehensive  manual  on  projections  has  been  issued  by  the  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  Society  entitled  ”The  rotmd  earth  on  flat  paper  -  map  projections  used  by 
cartographers”  by  Wellman  Chamberlin.  A  clear  and  simple  account,  effectively  il¬ 
lustrated,  of  the  basic  principles  of  map  projections. 

The  U,  S.  Geological  Survey  has  announced  a  change  in  their  basis  mapping  policies 
covering  the  United  States  standard  topographic  maps.  The  1:31,680  scale  will 
eventually  be  discarded  for  the  1:24,000  scale  of  7  l/2-minute  sheets,  while  the  ul¬ 
timate  objective  will  be  a  complete  atlas  of  15-minute  topographic  sheets  for  the 
entire  country.  The  preferred  basic  contotir  intervals  for  the  entire  continental 
United  States  v;ill  be  the  5-»10-.20-,  and  40-foot  line.  For  fuller  description  see 
!TH3  1IILITARY  EITGIIIEER  for  August  1947. 

Mr.  Gerald  Fitzgerald  has  been  appointed  Chief  Topographic  Engineer  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  to  succeed  T.  P,  Pendleton,  retired. 

With  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  Army  Map  Service  undertook  an  .extensive  re¬ 
search  to  establish  a  universal  road  classification  system.  The  system  has  been 
adopted  by  all  United  States  army  and  navy  \inits,  and  by  all  civilian  government 
agencies,  including  the  U.  S.  Coast  Sc  Geodetic  Survey,  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey, 
U.  5.  Forest  Service,  and  the  Aeronautical  Chart  Service.  For  full  description  see 
MILITARY  ENGINEER  for  October  1947. 


